CONFESSIONAL

her  "voices"   returned   to  her:   her  heavenly
visitants!

The passion of the nobiest woman in the world
lasted for a whole year. The Bishop of Beauvais,
Cauchon, was the president of the infamous tri-
bunal which spent ten months in seeking to con'
demn a girl to death and dishonor a saint. He had
promised his English paymasters a "good out-
come."

On April 13th, Joan was made to hear her ac'
cusation, which consisted of a dosen articles. She
was possessed of devils, was a witch, a liar, bias'
phemonsj thirsting for human blood, a murderess,
an impious idolatress, a schismatic; they even
went so far as to charge her with -filial impiety.
She was declared, too, to have "relapsed/' be-
cause, by taking away her woman's garments,
they had compelled her to clothe herself in men's
cloches which they left in the cell for her.

Her demeanor before her judges, her wise
simple answers, her confessions of mistake, and
her calm assurance that, since her "voices11 had
come back to her, all would still be well with her,
no matter what the executioner might do; all
this is of the highest. Of the highest, too, the
way she bore the cross'questionings, and coarse

[45]